
This yearõs annual meeting will be held Friday October 23rd at the Sai Conven-
tion Center in Alexandria, Louisiana. In addition to presentations from members, 
state senator Robert Adley from Benton will be on hand to discuss public records 
legislation.  LAMA welcomes Senator Adley and hopes to work with him in the 
future when records issues emerge in the legislature. After the business meeting 
LAMA members will have a range of options for tours at area historical and cul-
tural institutions, including: 

Alexandria Museum of Art- www.themuseum.org 

Louisiana History Museum and Alexandria Genealogical Library- 
www.louisianahistorymuseum.org 

T.R.E.E. House Childrenõs Museum- www.kidstreehouse.org 

Arna Bontemps Museum- www.arnabontempsmuseum.com (pictured above) 

Kent House- http://www.kenthouse.org/ 

CENTRAL  LOUISIANA  H ISTORY  ON  DISPLAY  AT  2009 A NNUAL  M EETING  

SENATORS  B REAUX  AND  JOHNSTON  HONORED  AT   H ILL  R ECEPTION  

Senators  John Breaux and J. Bennett 
Johnston (pictured on the right) were on 
hand at an October 9, 2009, reception held 
at Hill Memorial Library in conjunction 
with a symposium hosted by LSUõs Man-
ship School of Mass Communication. The 
reception featured a slide show of photo-
graphs and other materials from Johnston 
and Breaux Congressional papers now on 
display at Hill (see pg. 6). ðBrad Wiles 
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SPECIAL  POINTS  OF 

INTEREST : 

SB 278 Story and State-
ment (page 2) 

Archival Training Col-
laborative Workshops 
(page 4) 

LAMA Institution News 
(pages 3, 5, 6, 7) 

LAMA 2009 Annual Meeting Program 

8-9ñRegistration  
9-9:15ñWelcome from incoming LAMA 

President Michelle Riggs 
9:15-9:45ñSenator Robert Adley  

(Benton, 36th Dist.) to discuss  
public records legislation 

9:45-10:15ñBreak  
10:15-10:45ñArchival Training Collabo-
rative presentation, Dr. Elizabeth Dow, 

LSU School of Library  
and Information Science 

 10:45-11:15ñòFrom Hobby to Method-
ology: Understanding Genealogy as a Re-
search Method,ó Heather Kramer,  

Clayton Library Center for  
Genealogical Research  
11:15-12:30ñLunch  

12:30-1:00ñóLAMA, SB 278, and Politi-
cal Advocacy,ó Brad Wiles, LSU Hill 

 Memorial Library  
1:00-2:30ñBusiness meeting  

3:00-4:30ñTours 

-Michelle Riggs 



On May 16, 2009, LAMA 
members Ann Boltin, Tara 
Laver, and Brad Wiles ap-
peared before the Louisiana 
State House of Representa-
tives House and Governmen-
tal Affairs Committee to offer 
testimony on Senate Bill 278.  
SB 278 is the first public re-
cords legislation dealing spe-
cifically with the disclosure of 
records from the governorõs 
office. 

The LAMA contingent 
joined the Baton Rouge Advo-
cate and the Baton Rouge 
League of Women Voters in 
expressing concern about the 
bill.  Under SB 278 all re-
cords created or used in the 
òdeliberative processó of the 
governorõs offices are exempt 
from public disclosure.  SB 
278 passed out of committee 
and was signed into law on 
July 10, 2009.   

The following statement 
was read to the members of 
the committee.  It was based 
on a letter forwarded to com-
mittee staff from the LAMA 
executive board and officers, 
which prompted the commit-
tee staff to invite LAMAõs 
testimony at the meeting: 

Dear Committee Members, 
We are here today on be-

half of the officers and execu-
tive board of the Louisiana 
Archives and Manuscripts 
Association to express con-
cern about the recent passage 
of Senate Bill 278 through the 
Senate and onto the House 
and Governmental Affairs 
Committee for further con-
sideration. 

We urge that the bill re-
ceive closer scrutiny and that 
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tage.   
We hold the opinion that 

certain provisions in SB 278 
will not provide greater 
transparency and accountabil-
ity in the governorõs office 
and will damage the prospect 
of maintaining a complete 
and accurate historical record 
over time.   

We recognize that the ques-
tions of access, disclosure and 
privacy can be very compli-
cated, especially when deal-
ing with sensitive informa-
tion.   For that reason, SB 
278 should clearly and fully 
define the procedure for ex-
cluding certain records from 
the public view and offer a 
clear justification on what 

exemption that allows for 
continued secrecy. 

The main problem - which 
has been pointed out by some 
legislators and several media 
outlets - lies with the exemp-
tion of all records resulting 
from the òdeliberative proc-
essó within the governorõs 
office.  From Section C of the 
current bill: 
òDeliberative processó 

means the process by which 
decisions and policies are 
formulated. Records òrelating 
to the deliberative process of 
the governoró include all 
forms of pre-decisional ad-
vice, opinions, deliberations, 
or recommendations made 
for the purpose of assisting 

the governor in the usual 
course of the duties and busi-
ness of his office. òInternal 
staffó of the governor includes 
the chief of staff, executive 
counsel, director of policy, 
legislative director, director 
of communications, director 
of boards and commissions, 
special assistants to the gover-
nor, and members of their 
staffs; but shall not include 
any employee of any other 
agency, department, or of-
fice. 

On the surface these might 
seem clear enough, but the 
specific elements of the 
òdeliberative processó could 
really mean anything and, 
despite the definition for in-
ternal staff, work product 
from other agencies acting in 
conjunction with the gover-
norõs office could also be 
exempted from public disclo-
sure.  Potentially any pre-
decisional actions or consid-
erations on the part of the 
governorõs office could be 
shielded and only made avail-
able after lengthy and expen-
sive litigation. 

Most troubling about SB 
278 is that it began as a piece 
of legislation that would have 
provided real transparency 
but has been gutted through-
out the legislative process to 
fit the administrationõs speci-
fications.  It seems that Gov-
ernor Jindal is more inter-
ested in giving the appearance 
of accountability than actually 
ensuring it through law.  It is 
equally dismaying that the 
overwhelming majority of 

LAMA MEMBERS VOICE CRITICISM OF SB278 AT STATE HOUSE 

Governor Bobby Jindal signed SB278 into law earlier this 
year. (Photo courtesy of  blog.nola.com) 

(CONT. NEXT PAGE) 

a more measured approach to 
public records disclosure 
from the governorõs office is 
adopted.  As the primary 
organization for archivists 
and manuscript curators in 
Louisiana it is LAMAõs duty 
and mission to help ensure 
the stateõs documentary heri-

records should be reasonably 
protected.  Though in spirit 
SB 278 is aimed at opening 
previously closed areas of 
policymaking by doing away 
with the longstanding blanket 
exemption on disclosure of 
the governorõs records, in 
reality it creates a qualified 



state senators evidently 
agree, based on the lopsided 
affirmative vote.  Those in 
favor of SB 278 have moved 
one step closer to sanctioning 
the governorõs right to mask 
policy deliberations over the 
publicõs right to know any-
thing about those delibera-
tions. 

When SB 278 comes under 
consideration in the Louisiana 
House of Representatives, 
LAMA asks that these glaring 
and potentially dangerous 
deficiencies be addressed.  
We would like to see further 
discussion take place without 
the derision or condescension 
that has characterized the 
process so far. 

For example, one supporter 
of SB 278 in its current form 
equated the publicõs right to 
information from the gover-

norõs office to òpolitical vo-
yeurismó (New Orleans Times-
Picayune, 5/21/09), while 
another asserted that the bill 
òprotects the public from 
being confused.  If they get 
exposed to all kinds of pres-
entations, ideas and thoughts, 
they are going to be con-
fused.ó (Baton Rouge Advocate, 
5/7/09). We disagree with 
the position that, òPublic offi-
cials should be judged by 
their decision, not their deci-
sion making process.ó (Baton 
Rouge Advocate, 5/7/09) 

We believe that the inten-
tions, motivations, and other 
components of public policy 
formation matter greatly.  
We believe that the people of 
Louisiana want to and should 
know why the officials who 
act on their behalf do what 
they do.  By closing the delib-

cess is denied then account-
ability cannot exist. 

In closing, LAMA urges a 
restoration of SB 278 to its 
original strength.  The poten-
tial for continued obfuscation 
in an already secretive gov-
ernment office is too great 
and deserves far more scru-
tiny. The citizens of Louisiana 
are entitled to greater disclo-
sure on policy matters that 
directly affect them, and, at 
the very least, a more suffi-
cient explanation as to why 
the Jindal administration and 
members of the legislature 
feel certain records should be 
exempted from public view.  
They are also entitled to an 
accurate and complete his-
torical record, something that 
will become less of a reality if 
SB 278 is encoded in law.   

-Brad Wiles 

O CHSNER ARCHIVES RECEIVES 2009 LIBRARY TECHNOLOGY  AWARD  
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erative process from public 
view SB 278 implicitly dis-
courages informed political 
participation and endorses the 
politics-as-usual mentality 
Governor Jindal campaigned 
against. 

Ultimately the value of 
public records rests in their 
ability to reveal the processes 
and activities that they were 
created to document.  Re-
cords have both informational 
and evidentiary value, and it 
is from the content of the 
records themselves and con-
text of their creation that we 
are able to discern how, why, 
when, where, and by whom 
certain decisions were made 
or actions were taken.  How-
ever, records that lay bare 
these processes are com-
pletely worthless if nobody is 
allowed to see them.  If ac-

Ochsner Medical Library and Ar-
chives is pleased to receive the 2009 
Library Technology Award from the 
National Network of Libraries of 
Medicine South Central Re-
gion.  This award will allow the Li-
brary to digitize a considerable por-
tion of the Archives collection, spe-
cifically those items that are fre-
quently used and requested.  Items 
chosen include newspa-
pers, photographs, newsletters, and 
various documents. 

This project will boost the Ar-
chives' preservation efforts, and sup-
port the continuing efforts in place 
to create a more search-
able collection.  The Ochsner Medi-
cal Library & Archives is located at 
Ochsner Medical Center in New 
Orleans. -Jessica Delgado 

SB 278 CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE... 

The Ochsner Archives Collection is housed in a movable shelving unit 
that includes a display area. (Photo courtesy of Jessica Delgado.)   


