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President Michelle Riggs
9:159:451 Senator Robert Adley
(Benton, 36th Dist.) to discuss
public records legislation
9:4510:1% Break

rative presentation, Dr. Elizabeth Do
LSU School of Library

Thi « | s at ih 831, i and Information Science
is yeards annua me a1Sai Canven- : : 5 D
tion Center in Alexandria, Louisiana. In addition to presentations from m 10:4511:18 0 Fr om Hobb 3})

state senator Robert Adley from Benton will be on hand to discuss publi ©109Y: Understanding Genealogy as

legislationLAMA welcomes Senator Adley and hopes to work with him in search Method, 0
future when records issues emerge in the legfstattire business meeting Clayton Library Center for
LAMA members will have a range of options for tours at area historical & Genealogical Research

tural institutions, including:
¢ Alexandria Museum of Amw.themuseum.org
¢ Louisiana History Museum and Alexandria Genealogical Library

11:1512:3@ Lunch
12:301:0Gi 6 L A MA SB 2
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www.louisianahistorymuseum.org cal Ad V_O C, acy, o
¢ T.R. E. E. Ho u s e w@ntkidstrabimoesa.drgg Mu s e Memor'al_ Library .
¢ Arna Bontemps Musewmw.arnabontempsmuseum.com (pictured ab 1:062:301 Business meeting
¢ Kent Houséttp://www.kenthouse.org/ 3:004:301 Tours
-Michelle Riggs
SENATORS BREAUX AND JOHNSTON HONORED AT HILL RECEPTION SPECIAL POINTS OF
INTEREST:

Senators John Breaux and J. Bennetfi
Johnston (pictured on the right) were ol
hand at an October 9, 2009, reception
at Hill Memorial Library in conjunction
with a symposium
ship School of Mass Communication.
reception featured a slide show of phot
graphs and other materials from Johns
and Breaux Congressional papers now|
display at Hill (see pgoByad Wiles
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LAMA MEMBERS VOICERITICISM OF SB278 AATATE HOUSE

On May 16, 2009, LAMA a more measured approaakdords should be reasonathlg governor in the usual

members Ann Boltin, Tara public records disclosure protected. Though in spiritcourse of the duties and by
g 0 vVSB P78 > nildesl atofferfiinge s si o f
peared before the Louisianadopted. As the primary previously closed areasofs t af f 0

Laver, and Brad Wilesap-f r om t he

h i
of

S
t h

State House of Representaerganization for archivists policymaking by doing awaye chief of staff, executive
tives House and Governmeand manuscript curators irwith the longstanding blanktunsel, director of policy,

tal Affairs Committeetooffdroui si an a

testimony on Senate Bill 278nd mission to help ensuré h e
stateds

governor
SB 278 is the first publicret h e
cords legislation dealing spg
cifically with the disclosur~
records fro
office.

The LAMA contingent
joined the Baton Roédeo
catand the Baton Rouge
League of Women Voters
expressing concern abou
bill. Under SB 278 all re-
cords created or used in t
odel i beratiwv
governordos o
from public disclosure. SB
278 passed out of committ
and was signed into law on
July 10, 2009.

The following statement

was read to the members ~* .
the committee. It was bas [29€: exemption that allows for

on a letter forwarded to cc Ve hold the opinion that continued secrecy.
mittee staff from the LAM/ certain provisions in SB 2° The main problemwhich
will not provide greater  has been pointed out by s

Governor Bobby Jindal signed SB278 into law earlier this
year. (Photo courtesy of blog.nola.com)

executive board and office
which prompted the comn . .
tee staff to'ty '
testimony at the meeting:

Dear Committee Membe

We are here today on be
half of the officers and exe
tive board of the Louisiane
Archives and Manuscripts

Association to express col ted ~llv when de decisi d volici
cern about the recent pas: cated, especially when de decisions and policies are

of Senate Bill 278 through N9 with sensitive informa-f or mul at ed .
Senate and onto the Hous 1ON-

n the
of maintaining a completef r om t he o0d
and accurate historicalrece s s 6 wi t hi
over time. office. From Section C of
We recognize that the gt current bill:
tions of access, disclosure 0 De | i

ber ati

transparency and account legislators and several me
outlets lies with the exemj
and will damage the pros tion of all records resultin ,,
€

privacy can be very compl means the process by whi fications

For that reason, SB to the deliberative process

i texempgtionlodbéldswee otegidlative director, director|
dl @ommueicationsgddirectoi n
rebliyct creates d qaalifigdoftb@ards and commission{i
er

special assistants to the g

nor, and members of their

staffs; but shall not include
any employee of any other
agency, department, or of-
fice.

On the surface these migljt

seem clear enough, but the
specific elements of the
odel i beratiwv
really mean anything and,
despite the definition for in-
ternal staff, work product
from other agencies acting
conjunction with the gover-
nord6s office

exempted from public disclg-

sure. Potentially any pre
decisional actions or consic
erations on the part of the
governords o
shielded and only made av
able after lengthy and exp
sive litigation.

Most troubling about SB

of legislation that would h
provided real transparencf/
but has been gutted throug
out the legislative process
fit the admi
It seems that Go
ernor Jindal is more inter-
ested in giving the appea|J
of accountability than act

and Governmental Affairs 278 should clearly and fullt he governor ensuring it through law. Ilili

Committee for further con-
sideration.

We urge that the bill re-
ceive closer scrutiny and t

define the procedure for e forms of prdecisional ad-
cluding certain records fro vice, opinions, deliberatior
the public view and offer a or recommendations mad
clear justification on what for the purpose of assistin

equally dismaying that the
overwhelming majority of

g (CONT. NEXT PAGE)
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O CHSNER ARCHIVES RECEIVES2009 LIBRARY TECHNOLOGY AWARD

Ochsner Medical Library and Ar-
chives is pleased to receive the 20(
Library Technology Award from the
National Network of Libraries of
Medicine South Central Re-
gion. This award will allow the Li- |
brary to digitize a considerable por-
tion of the Archives collection, spe- i
cifically those items that are fre-
guently used and requestexhs
chosen include newspa-
persphotographs, newsletters, and
various documents.

This project will boost the Ar-
chives' preservation effarnd,sup-
port the continuing efforts in place
to create a more search-
ablecollection. The Ochsner Medi-
cal Library & Archives is located at
Ochsner Medical Center in New
Orleans.Jessica Delgado

The Ochsner Archives Collection is housed in a movable shelving unit
that includes a display area. (Photo courtesy of Jessica Delgado.)

SB 278 CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE...

state senatorsevidenty nor &8s of f i c eerative process from publicess is denied then accougt-
agree, based on the lopsicy e u r New @rieané Tim view SB 278 implicitly dis- ability cannot exist.
affirmative vote. Those in Picayun&21/09), while courages informed political In closing, LAMA urges 9
favor of SB 278 have mov another asserted that the | participation and endorsesrdsoration of SB 278 to its
one step closerto sanctiolro pr ot ect s t hpoliticsasusual mentality «original strength. The pot}n-

t he gover norbeingconfused. Ifthey ge Governor Jindal campaignédl for continued obfuscatipn
policy deliberations over tt exposed to all kinds of pre against. in an already secretive go
publ i cds r i gentations,ideas andthou¢ Ultimately the value of ernment office is too grea
thing about those delibera they are going to be con- public records rests in theiland deserves far more scry-
tions. f u s Baton Boude Advo ability to reveal the processiey. The citizens of Louisigna

When SB 278 comes un 5/7/09). We disagree with and activities that they werare entitled to greater discjo-
consideration in the Louisit he posi t i o ncreatedtodocument. Relsure on policy matters tha
House of Representatives cials should be judged by cords have both informatiodakctly affect them, and,
LAMA asks that these glai their decision, not their de and evidentiary value, andttie very least, a more suf
and potentially dangerous s i o n  ma k iBatgn is from the content of the cient explanation as to wh
deficiencies be addressed Rouge AdvoE&dTé09) records themselves and cahe Jindal administration ahd
We would like to see furth We believe that the inter text of their creation that wenembers of the legislatur
discussion take place with tions, motivations, and oth are able to discern how, wigel certain records shouldbe
the derision or condescen components of public policwhen, where, and by whonexempted from public view.
that has characterized the formation matter greatly. certain decisions were madéey are also entitled to
process so far. We believe that the peopl¢ or actions were taken. Howaecurate and complete hi

For example, one suppo Louisiana want to and shc ever, records that lay bare torical record, something that
of SB 278 in its current for know why the officials whc these processes are com- will become less of a reality if
eqguat ed t he actontheir behalf do wha pletely worthless if nobody®8 278 is encoded in Iaw.‘l

information from the goveithey do. By closing the de allowed to see them. If ac- -Brad Wiles




