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Departmental Accomplishments of the Past Eight Years

1. First to Develop Music Commission Brochure and Logo

Developed the first marketing brochure for the Music and Entertainment Commission which
highlighted the City’s appeal to producers of mega-events and conventions, its historical
significance, and the City’s tremendous contributions to the arts.  The brochure also included 
services provided by the Commission. The pamphlet has been distributed in Africa,
Germany, Aruba, Italy, New York, Chicago, Washington DC, etc.; and has contributed to the
awareness and employment of artists. This marketing initiative has also sparked interest in
New Orleans from major producers and agents.

Additionally, developed the first distinct logo for the Music Commission which captures the
essence of music in New Orleans. The logo was used in all printed and promotional
materials and has become an internationally recognized icon. This logo has allowed the
Commission to carve an identity in the industry and better market our music community.

2. Morial Administration/Music and Entertainment Commission First to Create and Use
Marketing and Promotion Materials

Under the Morial Administration, the Commission embarked on a campaign to develop
signature items for our marketplace. It has sponsored a commemorative poster for the
Sidney Bechet Centennial; purchased bulk CD’s of local music for distribution as part of the 
City’s cultural exchange program; developed and distributed collateral material for
distribution at conventions; and showcased local music product at special activities.

By working with local record labels and distributors, the Commission has presented
recordings by a host of classic New Orleans artists, including Sidney Bechet, Louis
Armstrong: 1923 - 1931, Jelly Roll Morton –The Chicago Years, New Orleans Music
Foundation’s “JAZZ the Language of New Orleans” (volumes one, two and three), and the 
“EH La Bas” CD which is a joint marketing venture between the Music Commission,
Orleans Records and WWOZ. These products have been distributed all over the world at
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festivals; sent to music business representatives; shared with film executives; and used for a
host of gift bags and at a variety of promotional opportunities.

3. Louis Armstrong Stamp Issuance Celebration

Co-produced with the United States Postal Service, the Louis Armstrong Stamp Issuance
Celebration which included an outdoor ceremony and concert. The day-long celebration
included a special multi-media exhibit on Armstrong, produced with support from the
Louisiana State Museum and the New Orleans Film and Video Commission; an outdoor
concert helmed by Wynton Marsalis; and an educational symposium of jazz scholars and
Armstrong’s personal friends who discussed special memories, his impact as an artist and his 
tremendous influence as an international icon. This was one of the first major events to
utilize Armstrong Park after many years of neglect, as well as Perseverance Hall –the
potential site of the National Black Music Hall of Fame. The events were well- attended,
including elementary school children bussed in courtesy of the Music Commission; jazz
scholars; educators and music lovers.

4. Aruba World Youth Festival

Coordinated the City’s participation in the 1998 and 1999 Aruba World Youth Festival.  
Thirteen young people between 15 and 19 years of age competed in music, education and
sports. Participating youth came from all socioeconomic strata. Over twenty-two countries
participated in the Olympic-style competitions which encompassed athletic and educational
contests, as well as cultural presentations. The City of New Orleans represented the United
States. In 1998, local youth took top honors in music, second in education and third in
sports. In 1999, we excelled in education, second in music and third in sports.

5. Southern Crossroads

Obtained funding for the City’s participation in Southern Crossroads–the outdoor festival
presented at Centennial Park in Atlanta, GA during the 1996 Olympic Summer Games. The
Commission identified four bands which performed over a ten-day period.

The project was an international public outreach program that impacted a minimum of
25,000 people daily. A special brochure entitled  “Jazz Icons” was created and distributed to 
more than 75,000 people attending the Summer Games. The pamphlet provided a schedule
of New Orleans artists performing at the Southern Crossroads festival and a brief
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history of the creation of Jazz in New Orleans. In addition to the Olympic distribution,
additional brochures were distributed at conventions, symposiums, workshops, etc.

6. “Beyond Category”, the Life and Legend of Duke Ellington”  First Major Exhibit for the 
National Black Music Hall of Fame

Successfully secured from the Smithsonian Institute, the first major exhibit for the National
Black Music Hall of Fame.  This exhibit, which chronicled Ellington’s life and career, toured 
the United States to wide acclaim.

Additionally, the Commission successfully obtained grant funding to establish the Crescent
City Jazz Orchestra lead by Ellis Marsalis. The orchestra was premiered at the opening of
the exhibit and was led by Wynton Marsalis. The outdoor night performance, in the courtyard
of Perseverance Hall, was a well-attended, memorable affair that also was designed to draw
visitors back to the park.

The orchestra also performed a special concert for over 2,000 school age youth at the
Mahalia Jackson Theater for the Performing Arts during school hours.

7. Co-Produced City’s Annual New Year’s Eve Celebration

Co-produced with the NewOrleans Film and Video Commission, the City’s annual New 
Year’s Eve Celebration in 1998, 1999, 2000 and 2001.  The event includes the ball drop, 
count down to the new year and music stage which includes a host of local artists. This event
began with an attendance of 45,000 people and now attracts in excess of over 100,000 people
annually–reaching a high of 150,000 during the Millennium festivities.

The Celebration has evolved into a true tourist attraction and provides a companion piece to
the Sugar Bowl experience. The event is covered by both local and national TV media, and
been a part of international broadcasts, as well as live coverage by VH-1, MTV and ESPN.

Millennium festivities included a daytime Jazz Mass, recognition of a host of elder New
Orleanians who have impacted our culture, a second-line to bury the former Millennium that
proceeded through the French Quarter, and incorporation of the Anheuser Bush Clydesdales
into the parade.

These activities, primarily produced by my office with support of the New Orleans Tourism
Marketing Corporation and the New Orleans Film and Video Commission, were covered
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internationally and helped draw visitors into the French Quarter earlier than normal on New
Year’s Eve.

8. Aided in Attracting the International Association of Jazz Educators 2001 Convention

Pitched, encouraged and solicited the International Association of Jazz Educators to host its
2001 conference in New Orleans –the largest jazz education convention in the world.
Additionally, the Commission co-sponsored the group’s press announcement and opening 
night concert with the New Orleans Jazz Commission. The Music and Entertainment
Commission successfully lobbied for the all-star New Orleans opening night concert and
identified artists as part of the night’s performance.   

9. City of New Orleans Multi-Year Birthday Celebration

Led coordination efforts that developed a special three-year logo campaign that included the
City of New Orleans’ 280th Birthday, the State’s Tricentennial and the City’s Millennium 
Celebration. The logo was used by a number of agencies across the City of New Orleans.
Birthday activities included partnerships with local community and non-profit organizations.
The Commission also produced Millennium activities which showcased New Orleans music
and culture through a parade, concert, Jazz Mass and capped by a stellar New Year’s Eve 
street concert.

10. Walt Disney World Auditions

Facilitated auditions of New Orleans artists with Disney staff for their summer series. The
Commission was involved in identifying the audition location which was Dillard University
and assisted in the development of the radio ad that was played on WWOZ and other
stations. These auditions lead to employment for a number of local semi-professional artists.

10. 2001 NAACP Convention

Identified delegation and wrote successful proposal to the officials of the National
Association for the Advancement of Colored People. The group was lead by the late Rev.
Avery Alexander. New Orleans was selected as the host City for the 2001 convention which
lead to a substantial economic impact for our City.
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11. Rainbow PUSH Economic Summit

Organized and coordinated, along with members of the Rainbow PUSH Coalition, a
regional/national economic development summit that attracted major players from the oil
and gas, tourism, power and light, banking, telecommunications and hospitality industries.
The Rainbow PUSH Coalition heavily relied on our functioning as additional staff for the
event. The Commission assisted in identifying funding, created a marketing brochure and
sponsorship literature, assisted with speaker selection and helped with production of the
two-day event. My office also assisted with developing a guest list of national and local
representatives, as well as lending organizational expertise to programming the summit
sessions.

12. Rally for Public Schools

Developed concept and plan for the Rally for Public Schools with the Orleans Parish Public
Schools Alumni Association. The Rally for Public Schools is the first citywide campaign
created to provide volunteer support to Orleans Parish Schools’ infrastructure. Rally efforts 
included planning and participation from a host of city agencies, corporations and non-
profits. Overwhelmingly successful, this effort was designed to impact the public school
system during the City’s birthday in a tangible manner. In its first years, approximately
5,000 volunteers worked at five public schools. The program has grown annually and has
become one of the Alumni Association’s most celebrated activities.  The Commission 
continues to provide logistical and coordination support.

13. “Woman Thou Art Loosed”, T.D. Jakes Ministries Convention

Successfully wrote the proposal that attracted the T. D. Jakes Ministries Convention to New
Orleans. More than 65,000 women attended the conference in New Orleans during
August–traditionally a slow tourism month in our community.

Also, secured a grant for marketing funds that included production of a multi-cultural
tourism public service announcement by the Film and Video Commission. This spot, not
designed specifically as an invitation to the convention, was aired weekly for three months
on the highly watched “The Potter’s House,” Bishop T.D. Jakes nationally syndicated cable 
program on Black Entertainment Television.
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14. The Commission Has Provided Support and Consultation to a Myriad of Local and National
Entities

The Commission serves as a consultant to local and national entities launching new
programs and/or considering New Orleans as host City for projects. We have assisted a
myriad of agencies planning presences in New Orleans, including the UniverSoul Circus,
National Black MBA’s Conference, Urban League National Convention, Conference of 
Black Mayors, Mahalia Jackson Annual Gravesite Celebration, Marketing Opportunities for
Blacks in Entertainment, National Association of Black Programmers, Gavin Convention,
Fresh Art Festival, U S Conference of Mayors, National Association of Television
Programming Executives (NATPE), Bayou Classic, Walt Disney Production’s premiere of 
the Hunchback of Notre Dame and Offbeat Magazine’s Best of the Beat awards program. 

15. Conducted Study/Evaluation of Amusement Tax Rendering a Reduction In the Tax

The Music Commission, along with the Office of Policy Planning led efforts to re-evaluate
the Amusement Tax. Representatives from the local music, entertainment, and food and
beverage industries participated in the study. Results of the efforts was expansion of the
tax base, reduction of the tax rate by 60% (from five cents on a dollar to two cents on a
dollar) and consideration of alternative revenues to replace the amusement tax dollars in the
City’s budget.  This tax is considered by many in the industry to be regressive, and a 
reduction was welcomed.

16. Satchmo Summerfest

The Commission produced and co-produced a number of activities for the first annual
“Satchmo” Summerfest.  We played a key role in the renaming ceremony for the now Louis 
Armstrong New Orleans International Airport. We also produced a cultural parade and
presentation at a local museum–Backstreet Cultural Museum, as well as a symposium,
Jazz Mass and trumpet summit.

Because we have also worked hard to repair a “riff” with the Armstrong Educational 
Foundation (of New York), we also assisted in getting the Foundation’s cooperation and 
participation in the Festival. This Foundation, established by Armstrong himself as one of
the first community outreach initiatives by a major artist, now views New Orleans
favorably after decades of problems with this community, its treatment of Armstrong and
its concerns with the various factions of our local music base.

Music and Entertainment Commission
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17. Louis “Satchmo” Armstrong Summer JazzCamp

Jazz Camp is the first government produced jazz education program in the City’s history.  
The camp provides music education to youth of all socioeconomic stratas. In its seventh
year, more than 700 young people have had the opportunity to learn jazz music in the City
that it was created.

Staffed by a stellar group of musician educators, this program has received national
attention. Students were showcased during the Louis Armstrong Centennial on two
episodes of the NBC Today Weekend national television show. Young people have
performed at the New Orleans Jazz and Heritage Festival, the International Association of
Jazz Educators and at the Winter Arts Program for the United States Conference of Mayors
in our nation’s capital.  Ensembles have performed on local television and as part of
Satchmo SummerFest festivities. The Jazz Camp has also been highlighted on National
Public Radio.

International artists-in-residence have also lent their skills to the program, making the Jazz
Camp one of the most distinctive music education programs in the country. While Jazz
Campers primarily live in Orleans Parish, students have traveled from Pennsylvania,
Georgia, Texas, New York, as well as from Aruba, France and Norway. Germany has
expressed an interest in sending two children for the 2002 Camp and Johannesburg, South
Africa is planning to send two children to the 2003 Camp.

18. Essence Music Festival

Wrote the City’s first proposal to Essence Communications which led to a three-year
commitment to host subsequent festivals in New Orleans. The event, which draws
approximately 180,000 people over three days, has generated a cumulative economic
impact of more than $700 million.

The Music Commission served as the liaison to the festival which involved coordinating
marketing ads in Essence Magazine by selected city agencies for the City of New Orleans.
The Commission’s director provided technical assistance and served as co-chair of a blue
ribbon panel of business, educational and community leaders organized to incorporate
components of New Orleans culture as part of the Essence Music Festival experience.
These activities have provided exposure for both visual and performing artists, in addition
to showcasing the services of a large number of non-profit agencies.

Music and Entertainment Commission
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19. Airport Renaming

The Commission led the efforts to rename the New Orleans International Airport in honor
of one of New Orleans most widely recognized music icons, Louis Armstrong. The
renaming ceremony attracted elected officials, scholars, enthusiasts, musicians and
members of the national jazz community. Local TV stations covered the festivities and the
New Orleans Film and Video Commission, with support from the Airport, began
production of a documentary on the name change.

The City’s interest and commitment to renaming the airport was met with great enthusiasm 
but skepticism by the Louis Armstrong Educational Foundation (of New York). However,
they felt it would never happen. Consequently, the Foundation was overwhelmed by the
City’s generosity and tribute to Armstrong –considered as one of the greatest entertainers
of the 20th Century. The tremendous support this initiative received from the world jazz
community and music lovers, will be an asset to our City’s tourism marketing efforts.  

20. Renovation of the Louis Armstrong Statue

The Commission, in conjunction with the New Orleans Arts and Cultural Host Committee,
identified funding and spearheaded a restoration project for the Armstrong statue in Louis
Armstrong Park. Funds was secured through a grant from the Edward Wisner Foundation
and the Louis Armstrong Educational Foundation of New York. The statue had been a
source of criticism by tourists and members of the local and national music community.
The statue is visited daily by tourists and they often reported their dismay at its condition to
local tourism offices, and the Foundation. Therefore, its restoration, unveiled during
Satchmo SummerFest in a special Armstrong Centennial Cultural Parade, was celebrated
internationally.

21. Ken Burns Jazz Series for PBS-TV

Provided consultation to award-winning documentarian Ken Burns who traveled to New
Orleans doing research for the “Jazz” 10-part series. The Commission encouraged Mr.
Burns to focus on New Orleans as the Birthplace of Jazz and to incorporate New Orleans
artists in his presentation, including brass bands and exploring the jazz funeral tradition.

Burns did not originally plan to highlight a great deal of New Orleans flavor and history in
the documentary. However, the dialogue opened during this research period, resulted in
more screen-time for New Orleans and our musical contributions.

Music and Entertainment Commission
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22. Experience Music Project’s Electric Bus

The Commission facilitated and coordinated an exhibition of the Electric Bus, a
project of Seattle’s renowned Experience Music Project interactive music museum. 

The museum includes interpretive exhibits that tell the story of the creative
process in American popular music. Free and open to the public, Electric Bus
provided an opportunity for the students and musicians to experience state-of-the-
art music technological equipment and review, in detail, production trends. It also
included interactive displays on the songwriting process, as well as how music
videos are developed. Any one who enjoys hands-on creative activities could
enjoy spending hours “on” the Electric Bus and being educated in the process.

23. Olympic Torch Relays

Coordinated the 1996 Summer and 2001 Winter Olympic Torch Relay activities as New
Orleans was selected as a relay host site. Festivities included stage presentations to
welcome the torches, live music, food and product distribution, and media activities. My
office was also part of the volunteer coalition–including the United Way of Greater New
Orleans and Olympic Sponsors like Coca-Cola and Chevrolet –that facilitated the
community process of recommending local torchbearers.

24. Administration Applauds the Contributions of Musicians and Respect for the Music

Morial administration applauded the contributions of New Orleans’ native son Wynton 
Marsalis for his work and reference to New Orleans through his designation as New
Orleans Minister of Culture. Additionally, jazz icon Lionel Hampton received a Lifetime
Achievement Award as part of the same ceremony. Kidd Jordan later received a Lifetime
Achievement Award for education at the City’s behest during Offbeat Magazine’s first Best 
of the Beat Awards.  These awards were developed to recognize and express the City’s 
support for our music heritage and culture.

Through the Commission, the Mayor has also presented awards to Mardi Gras Indian
chiefs, brass bands and developed programs to highlight the diversity of our music culture.
This includes forming a task force, with Council Member Sapir, to commemorate the
memory of Al Hirt.

Music and Entertainment Commission
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25. Morial Administration Supports Local Musicians and Provides Support to Families for
Funerals

Out of respect for those who work so hard to perpetuate our culture and create the music,
the Administration has been asked on occasion to assist with funeral arraignments and to
aid in the “send off” of our cultural heroes with a jazz funeral.  This assistance has been in 
the forms of arranging and providing police escorts, assisting the family with funeral
arrangements, securing bands to perform at funerals, meeting production costs for music
presentations, and providing support for the gathering following the funeral. On a few
occasions, the Administration has also made Gallier Hall available (as in the case of Ernie
K-Doe and Mrs. Lois Francis Ivey) for decedents to lie-in-state.

Since many musicians do not have insurance or burial policies, the Administration’s 
support in the families’ time of need has been critical.  

26. Cultural Exchange and Showcasing New Orleans Culture/Artists

The Commission has taken every opportunity to market our culture to the world. We have
worked with a number of festivals to encourage organizers to showcase New Orleans talent.
Consequently, we have played a role in artists performing in Isola del Liri, Italy; Aruba;
Montego Bay, Jamaica at the All That Heritage and Jazz Festival; Ingolstadt, Germany
during Jazz Days (which worked with us to celebrate Satchmo’s memory at the 2001 
festival); and in Johannesburg, S. Africa at the Joy of Jazz Festival; among many others.

We have attempted with much success to bridge the gap between elected officials and local
and national musicians–Wynton Marsalis, Donald Harrison, etc. This includes rebuilding
the relationship between New Orleans and the Louis Armstrong Educational Foundation
of New Orleans which was so tension laden for many years.

The Morial administration has also encouraged the resurgence of brass band parades going
through the French Quarter on special occasions, and has worked with a number of
agencies to ensure that their events feature local talent. In an effort to promote synergy
with our sister offices, we have also worked with tourism officials and the film industry on
promoting local musicians and service providers to their constituents. Consequently, at
trade shows catering to all of our industries, we have attempted to use our music artists,
visual artists and others to create a special cultural environment to do our business in.

Music and Entertainment Commission
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27. New Orleans Historical Jazz Park

The Morial Administration placed the New Orleans Historical Jazz Park on top of its
priority list of capital projects. Through the Chief Administrative Office, City Planning
Commission, City Attorney’s Office and the Music and Entertainment Commission, the 
Administration was able to effect a development agreement with the National Park Service
which will result in the linear New Orleans Historical Jazz Park.

The City of NewOrleans donated property for the park’s Visitors Center which will be 
housed in the complex near Perseverance Hall. The City also completed and entered into
a Cooperative Agreement with the Department of the Interior, signed a long term lease and
participated in the development of the General Management Plan. As part of the lease
agreement, the United States Park Service will take over maintenance and upkeep of the
Visitors Center site which represents a cost-savings for City government. Armstrong
Park -- with its refurbished statue, tribute to Bechet, Congo Square  and the City’s cultural 
complexes– will be a centerpiece of the Park’s operation.  WWOZ will get a new home 
and grounds patrol will be relocated as the Visitor’s Center takes shape.   

The Park will hopefully, encourage revitalization of a host of significant cultural sites–
including structures along Rampart Street. The Commission, of which I served as the first
president, is also focused on attracting more visitors to Armstrong Park and making it a
thriving green space. Under the Morial Administration, many public events have been
staged in Armstrong Park. The National Park Service has also used Congo Square for
weekend concerts. The advent of the New Orleans Historical Jazz Park will also contribute
to Armstrong Park evolving into a true attraction.


