
The 2009 annual meeting was held 
in Alexandria, bringing several folks 
to the city who previously had only a 
passing acquaintance with it.  This 
yearõs meeting featured guest speaker 
Senator Robert Adley of District 36 
in northwest Louisiana.  Senator Ad-
ley spoke about public records, an 
area of growing concern for many 
LAMA members.  Although a Repub-
lican, Senator Adley has sharply ques-
tioned Governor Jindalõs public re-
cords policies.  The Senator handed 
out information about RS 44:5 (ACT 
765 and ACT 495) pertaining specifi-
cally to governorsõ records.  Senator 
Adley appreciated LAMAõs interest in 
and support of greater transparency in 
public records laws. 

The theme of public records legisla-
tion awareness continued with Brad-
ley Wilesõ presentation on his appear-
ance at Louisiana House of Represen-
tatives committee hearings, along 
with fellow LAMA members Tara 
Laver and Ann Boltin.  The trio rep-
resented LAMAõs interests regarding 
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Planning for the 2010 LAMA Annual 
Meeting is in the initial stages and the 
LAMA leadership would like your help.  
The meeting will be held at LSUõs Hill Me-
morial Library in Baton Rouge in early No-
vember.  Brad Wiles will be coordinating 
the planning efforts and is seeking 2-3 indi-
viduals to form an ad hoc committee to 
provide input and assist with the details. 
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Robert Adley (R-Benton) discussed his on-
going efforts to promote greater transpar-
ency in state government recordkeeping.  

(CONTINUES ON PAGES 6 & 7) 

SB 278, legislation that allowed for 
the exclusion of documents from the 
public record produced by the 
òdeliberative processó of legislators. 

Other presenters included Heather 
Kramer of Clayton Library Center for 
Genealogical Research in Houston 
and Felicia Thomas from the Archival 
Training Collaborative.  Ms. 
Kramerõs presentation, entitled 
òFrom Hobby to Methodology: Un-
derstanding Genealogy as a Research 
Method to Provide Reference Service 
in Archivesó prompted a lively discus-
sion.  Many LAMA members con-
front genealogy questions regularly, 
and Ms. Kramer provided useful tips 
for assisting family historians. 

Ms. Thomas presented information 
about Dr. Elizabeth H. Dowõs IMLS-
funded initiative, the Archival Train-
ing Collaborative (ATC).  Dr. Dow 
wrote the grant to create two sets of 
workshops.  One set would be a se-
ries of workshops for historic records 
workers and practitioners throughout  

An official call for papers will be distrib-
uted this summer, but all ideas for panel 
discussions, guest speakers, or other ac-
tivities are welcome.  Volunteers, poten-
tial presenters, or those with suggestions 
for the event should contact Brad Wiles at 
bwiles1@lsu.edu or 225-578-7714 or 
Michelle Riggs at mriggs@lsua.edu. 

-Brad Wiles 



The Dominican Sisters Con-
gregation of St. Mary in New 
Orleans, formed from hum-
ble beginnings in 1860, will 
mark on April 12, 2010 the 
first anniversary of joining 
with six other religious con-
gregations of Dominican 
women.  This birth of the 
Dominican Sisters of Peace 
was the happy conclusion to a 
beginning carefully prepared 
through study and prayer for 
more than ten years. 

Since the new congrega-
tionõs Foundation Day last 
year, most of the Sisters who 
called New Orleans home 
have remained in place, con-
tinuing to live, work, and 
pray together as they have 
through the years, but with a 
renewed spirit and an ex-
panded outlook on their mis-
sion and ministry. A few have 
been called to serve in new 
locations, bringing the same 
enthusiasm with them. 

Former St. Maryõs Sister 
Therese Leckert, an experi-
enced and gifted leader, was 
elected to the new leadership 
team by the voting members, 
representing the 600+ Sisters 
of the former congregations, 
including the Eucharistic Mis-
sionaries of St. Dominic, 
known to New Orleans, and 
congregations formerly based 
in Kansas, Kentucky, Michi-
gan, and Ohio. 

Therese joins the leadership 
team of five sisters working 
out of Columbus, Ohio.  
Aside from making the 
rounds in visits, the leaders 
create monthly webcasts, 
accessible over the internet, 
to address Sisters and Associ-
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ates (lay women and men, 
partners in mission: 500+ and 
growing) who live and minis-
ter all over the world.  (The 
Dominican Sisters of Peace 
have Sisters and Associates in 
36 states and in Honduras, 
Ireland, Nigeria, Peru, Puerto 
Rico, Vietnam, and New Zea-
land.) 

Other sisters from New 
Orleans who have relocated 
include Sister Robin Richard, 
who is teaching English as a 
Second Language at the Do-
minican Learning Center in 

Columbus.  Six Sisters, the 
revered òeldersó of the New 
Orleans group, who had 
evacuated after Hurricane 
Gustav in 2008, were trans-
ferred by air to a warm wel-
come at the Columbus 
motherhouse.  They later 
chose to stay, adjusting grace-
fully to their new home. 

Many religious groups of 
women and men are moving 
toward amalgamation or 
merger of one form or an-
other, responding to the signs 
of the times as each has from 

the beginning of their respec-
tive foundations.  In the case 
of the New Orleans Domini-
cans, it became clear with 
time that the members could 
pool their strengths for the 
sake of the ongoing mission, 
thus expanding their service 
to the people of God as they 
continued to heed the call to 
Mission, which for Domini-
cans is about proclaiming the 
Truth of the Gospel, the 
Good News. 

An important question, 
among many, was how to 
deal with the seven archival 
collections, and how to pro-
ceed in this new direction.  
Happily, nothing has been lost 
in the consolidation. 

The documents and artifacts 
that reflect the 150-year his-
tory of the former Congrega-
tion of St. Mary, now Do-
minican Sisters of Peace ð 
New Orleans, remain at their 
location in New Orleans.  A 
central archives office at the 
new congregationõs Colum-
bus location will collect what 
pertains to the Dominican 
Sisters of Peace, their govern-
ment, ongoing functions, and 
other history even now being 
made. 

The local archivist still in 
New Orleans, now a lone 
arranger, is seeking volunteer 
help from friends, and high-
school students looking for 
òservice hours.ó  She is fond 
of quoting a medieval nun: 
òAll is well. All will be well. 
And all manner of things will 
be well.ó  ð Julian of Nor-
wich, 14th century. 

-Sister Dorothy Dawes, O.P. 

(Photo courtesy of the Dominican Sisters of Peace archives) 
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